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6) What will possibly be the effect of keeping quiet?

7) Which is the exotic moment that the poet refers to in ‘Keeping
Quiet’?

8) What symbol from nature does the poet use to prove that keeping
quiet is not total inactivity?

9) What are the different kinds of wars mentioned in the poem? What is
Neruda’s attitude towards these wars?

10) Do you think the poet advocates total inactivity and death?
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Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.

Perhaps the Earth can teach us
As when everything seems dead
And later proves to be alive.

Now [I’ll count up to twelve
And you keep quiet and I’ll go.

(a) What does the Earth teach us?
(b) What does the poet mean to achieve by counting up to twelve?
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(c) What is the significance of ‘keeping quiet’?

12. For once on the face of the Earth
let’s not speak in any language,
let’s stop for one second,
and not move our arms so much.
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(a) Why does the poet want us to keep quiet?
(b) What does he want us to do for one second?
(c) What does he mean by ‘not move our arms’?
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What will counting up to twelve and keeping still help us to
achieve?

Which symbol from nature does the poet invoke that there can be
life under apparent stillness?

‘Life is what it is all about;...” How is keeping quiet related to life?

Why does one feel ‘a sudden strangeness’ in counting to twelve
and keeping quiet?

How will keeping quiet protect our environment?





